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Define Early Lung Cancer (Dr Darlong)



68 year gentleman/ ECOG 1/ Never Smoker

CT Scan showed illdefined spiculated nodule in 
right upper lobe of size 3 x 2 cm.



PET CT showed

Significant SUV uptake in right upper lobe lung 
nodule of size 1.8 x 2 cm with no mediastinal
nodes

No other distant metastasis

CT guided Biopsy s/o adenocarcinoma





What further information would you need to 
decide further management of early lung cancer 
(Dr Virendra/ Dr Darlong)

PULMONARY FUNCTION TEST

ASSESSING CARDIAC STATUS

INVASIVE MEDIASTINAL STAGING

COMORBIDITIES



What about invasive mediastinal staging? Would 
we need in this kind of disease?  (Dr Virendra)



INVASIVE MEDIASTINAL STAGING

Ests guidelines for med staging 2014

Peripheral
<3cm
cNo



What about MRI brain for early lung 
cancer (Dr Dodul)



Does it matter to a radiation oncologist what the 
PFTS for a patient is?  (Dr Anil)







Would you want molecular testing done of this 
biopsy specimen (Dr Aparna Dhar)



If PFT is Okay, Cardiac function are okay

Whats the Ideal treatment according in early 
medically operable lung cancer?  

(Dr Dodul/ Dr Aparna / Dr Anil )

ONE WORD ANSWER ONLY



Whats the ideal surgery that we can offer to this 
patient? (Dr Virendra)



HOW MUCH - minimal extent of surgery

2R

4R

7

Right Upper Lobectomy with Systemic Mediastinal L’node Dissection

07-12-2022 Lung Masterclass



Any role of Neoadjuvant therapy for early 
operable lung cancer? (Dr Aparna)



Can we offer some surgical treatment less 
than a lobectomy? How strong is the evidence 
for the same? (Dr Darlong)



Sub Lobar resection 
wedge resection/ segmentectomy
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SUBLOBAR RESECTIONS
Evidence

Mostly retrospective 
Incidentally detected
Selected good risk patients
Compromise for deblitated pts
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SUBLOBAR RESECTIONS

Evidence
Only one randomised
trial

30 yr old trial
Better histological classifications
HRCT & PET detect smaller nodules

Non inferiority trial
3 fold increase in local recurrence
Non significant decrease in OS
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Limitations of sublobar resection (Dr Virendra)



SUBLOBAR RESECTIONS
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If PFT is borderline, Cardiac function are 
borderline

Whats the Ideal treatment according in early 
medical inoperable lung cancer?  

(Dr Darlong/ Dr Virendra)



Non Surgical Approach - SBRT

Stereotactic Body Radiation Therapy
Precise Delivery
High dose RT (10 – 20 Gy/ fraction)
Few Fractions (3-5 #)
Small Target (< 5 cm)

Evidence
Robust in c/o medically inoperable early stage lung cancer
Disease control rates as high as 95% (RTOG 0236/ Scandinavian )

Sparse when comparing with lobectomy in medically fit patient
Mostly matched studies

07-12-2022 Lung Masterclass



What about molecular testing in case of SBRT?
(Dr Dhar)?



Last Words

• Medical Operable –
– Lobectomy vs SubLobar Resection 
– Surgery vs SBRT – VALOR trial / SABRTooth trial

• Medically Inoperable
– SBRT
– SBRT vs Sublobar Resection – STABLEMates trial

• Molecular Biology is the King – targeted therapy 
is here to stay


